
Back To Class continued. 
 Kaitlyn Pelayo, a freshman cheer participant of A.B.       
Miller, found herself motivated by her education. Her house left 
her distracted and unfocused, noting that “It was a challenge for 
me to focus on schoolwork at my house... it’s like my grades went 
downhill ever since the pandemic locked us inside.” Pelayo says 
she prefers in person learning because it has improved her learning 
and ability to focus. 
 “I will say it was kind of awkward at first,” the freshman 
said, recounting her first day, “ever since I was a kid, I marveled 
over stepping into high school for the first time ever.” Pelayo 
found it to be an interesting experience to have her “first day of 
high school at high school” at the beginning of May, only weeks 
away from the closing of her freshman year.   

 Students that have returned to campus, feel   overwhelming safe with the current 
guidelines in place. Between the high numbers of vaccinated students and staff on campus, 
social distancing measures, and reduced number of attendees at sporting and afterschool 
events, students don’t feel like they are putting themselves or their peers at risk. Although 
some feel impatient (but understanding) towards the safety precautions, hoping for a speedy 
return to normalcy.  

By Anabella Galan, Melvin Alvarez 
 With the increase in people being vaccinated and the decrease in the risk of              
contracting the coronavirus, “pre-COVID” normality is now in sight, just in time for summer. 
 Like most people, Cassandra Sjullie had not expected the impact of the coronavirus to 
last for over a year. 
“When everything closed down, I was really hoping that it would be only for a few weeks 
or months and it was very unexpected how bad the virus progressed,” she said. “At first I was 
somewhat relieved that I wouldn’t have to do schoolwork for a while, but I started to miss 
my friends.” 
 Compared to initial reactions to COVID and the restrictions made to prevent it,        
students, including Ariana Lopez (11), had positive reactions to restrictions being lifted. 
 “When everything closed, I was shocked and scared as I didn’t know what was ahead 
of us,” Lopez said. “When the news broke that things started to reopen, I was happier than 
ever because for the longest it felt as if nothing were to ever return to normal, but with that 
news it gave me hope of a better outcome.”  
 Similarly, when Sjullie was informed of places reopening, she “was really happy, 
“and “remained cautious and hoped that other people would follow the rules of the             
restrictions so that more things could open up again.”  
Amusement parks reopening has been greatly awaited by many people. 
 Sjullie and Lopez have been waiting for theme parks to open again. Sjullie plans on 
going to Knotts Berry Farm and Universal Studios, but “Knotts Berry Farm specifically,        

because it is [her] favorite theme park and [she] would normally go 
a few times a year.” Lopez is planning on going to Disneyland and 
Six Flags because “Disneyland is a really fun way to spend time 
with [her] family and Six Flags is always a blast with friends.”  
 As soon as given the green light to safely go back to certain 
places, the first thing Sjullie did was “go to the beach with [her] 
family and enjoy all of the little shops and restaurants because the 
beach is also one of [her] favorite places to go.” One thing she     
hasn’t been able to do, but still wants to and plans on doing soon is 
see her friends and “[have] a little get together,” because she has 
“only been seeing a few friends at a time, but a reunion with all of 
them would be nice and really fun!”  
 The first thing Lopez did when given the green light was get 
the Pfizer vaccine because she wants “to be as safe as possible 
while enjoying activities.” Since being fully vaccinated, she feels 

“so happy and thrilled,” for she feels that it signifies “an end to a dreadful chapter.”  
 When everything first closed, Arly Ortiz-Ron (12) “thought things were going to open 
up soon but with time and school closing up [she] was sure we weren’t going back for a 

while.” Though excited about finally being able to leave the house, 
Ortiz-Ron was still cautious about the sudden update. Ortiz-Ron 
wanted “schools to open up again little sooner so we could have a 
regular outside graduation.” Once the 
vaccine was released to the public, Ortiz
-Ron seized the opportunity to receive 
the vaccine and go out to dinner with her 
friends. She truly “missed amusement 
parks but I missed Knott’s Berry Farm 
and [she] hope they have Knott’s Scary 
Farm this year!” Ortiz-Ron awaits the 
day where she able “to go to a Jaripeo 
and dance like before but still [doesn’t] 
feel comfortable being around a crowd 
that big and without masks.” 
 The past year, up to the very last 
day of in-person learning, has been one 
that will not be forgotten, but one that 

will not be missed. Students of AB Miller High finally have hope 
for a brighter future. 

By Cloey Caprio and Melvin Alvarez  
 Instead of playing on the field or     
running on the track, many of our athletes had 
to settle with conditioning in the comfort, or 
even discomfort, of their own homes. With 
strict COVID-19 regulations in place for        
in-person, there had to be a substitute for   
conditioning and that was met with mixed 
opinions from the school’s athletes. 
           Conditioning in a virtual setting has 
made Kayla Sevilla's (12) senior year to be 
extremely difficult compared to her past years 
in the Softball team. Not only trying to get 
used to the online exclusive training but     
conditioning was also made even more     
gruesome since her leg was still healing from 
her injury. Coach Marshall would give the 
whole team workouts to keep up their ability 
to compete on the same level as they were 
playing the year prior. The hardest part about 
the virtual condition for Sevilla is not being 
able to train with her teammates. Sevilla     
expresses her frustration with the virtual     
conditioning since she does not know “if it's 
being done wrong or even if you're getting 
any better at it.” Sevilla does not “find any  
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